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3. + ALFARO SAID SIMPLY. “THE STATE DOESN'T WORK." HE P8OvIDED 


IWFO: DANG ht) RUB) PDAS (BID HMIG)) ARA(BI) PRC WI: DAS It) THE EXAMPLES OF TRE TECHNICAL JUDICIAL POLICE @ TJ) ANB CHISTOKS 
PPA} EPSC 1d: EPSC (G1) COW? PE BL aw Ech SERVICE AS TWO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES THAT QUGHT TO BE DISSOLVED AND 
srr tne rece econ ence een tees Ae12U4Z Ae RD TOTAL COPIES: 8:0) BUILT UP AGAIN FROM SCRATCH. OVERALL» HE SAID. THE STATE NEEDS To 
ACTION ARA-6G BE “REORGANIZED” WITH SHARP REDUCTIONS {8 THE SIZE OF THE 
; BUREAUCRACY. CLAFMING THAT THE RESULTING EFFICIENCY WELL HAUE A 
INFO LOG-06 ACDA-83 ACOE-80 ClAE-6D HODE-60 DOEE-89 SFPP-00 STRONG IHFACT OH TRE CORRUFTION PROBLEM. WHEN AMBASSADOR HOTED 
THAT FN TRE UNITED STATES WE SPEAK OF "REINVERTING GOVERNMENT: " 


S-08 = H-01 TEDE-BB 1WR-60 LAB-Ot 1-09 ADS-60 
WSAE~99 NSCE-G7 ONG-01 OPIC-8t PA-09 = ©PH-39 = PRS- 80 ALFARO SalD HE LOVED THE PHRASE ANB WOULO “STEAL IT.” 


P-00 10-99 SP-09TRSE-08 1-09 © PH8-89 DSCC-a0 
BRL-OY 6-000 SRS-O7 1 nant ancncnnee 
eeeeesaens ,] bad 
e reuieer me ge UNDE STAPH HEP AR vent oF STAT eR MESURES” IN 1999 
FM ANEMBASSY Caracas CLASSIFIED BY DEPT. OF STATE, M. GRAFELD, DAS, A/GIS, ACTING 
10 SECSIATE WAWOL fOREVIEW AUTHORITY: ADOLPHH EISNER. “VENI SPE OF ChmNE, BUT THEY AEUER 0 1 
INFO AMERBASSY BOCETACLASSTFICATION: CONFID WE VOLD US» 1S SYSTEMATICALLY PUFTING FBGECHER & 
MURRSV UM.” fayer nacteu: AWTpEC ISAthie ua RAN PARA tue encah 2A (ay OF THE STALE (T9912 FIRST 
2 AS YEAR OF THE NEXT GBVEPNREWT, INTERNALLY AD WAS BEEN WORK 14" BRAY 


" ANEMBASSY LA PAZ 
aMeMBASSY quITO «=» DATE/CASE ID: 14 JUN 2010 200503654 — moutns oW A “PLAN OF ACTIN” THAT WILL BE ANROUNCED IN AIB-HARCR, 
ANY WOULD-BE PRESIGENTIAL CANOIBATE WILL HAVE 10 SIGN ONTO TRE 


USCENCSO MIAME FL 

USIA WASHDC 1473 PLAW. ALFARO SALO THIS ¢$ A REVERSAL OF THE USUAL PRACTICE OF 

B1A WASHOC : PUTTING THE CANBIDATE AHEAD OF THE PROGRAM, WHICH IM TRE PAST WAS 
DETERMINED ONLY AFTER THE ELECTION: AD VOTERS THIS TIHE AROUNB, WE 


CONF SSE AT EAL CARACAS 008682 STRESSED» WILL KNOW WHAT THEY ARE VOTING FOR. 


€.0. 12958: DECL: Jv 16/81 5. 1) IN AQOTTEON: ALFARO SAID» AB WILL CONVENE “A NATICS 2 





TAGS: PGOV. VE é 
SUBJECT: DEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD) RECASTING FISELF AS TRE PARTY DF CONSULTATIVE PROCESS” BF ALL POLETICAL TENDENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS, 
CHANGE: AMBASSADOR MEETS WETH AD SECRETARY GEWERAL LUIS ALFARO INCLUDING THE AULITARY, CHVRCH, ORGANEZED LABOR, E1G, WE SAID THIS 
HAS NEVER SEEN DONE BEFORE, AND (7 WILL “REORIENT" AND "DYNAMIZE” 
REF: 37 CARACAS 467 THE POLATICAL DEBATE AND RESULT IN “A NATIONAL ACCORD.” ALFAgD 
- BELIEVES THAT ONLY WITH BROAD CONSENSUS WILL THE NEKT GOVERNMENT BE 
CLASSIFIER by fREASOX 1-5-0 ae ABLE-10 -"APPLY THE SEVERE MEASURES” WECESSARY TO” MODERNIZE Pies 
COUNTRY. 
SUMMARY enna teenie 
woreees ‘ BILATERAL vee 
). (C) DEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD) 4S STRIVING 10 SHAKE 17S IMAGE AS : 
KEEPER OF THE STATUS QUO ANS RECAST JFSELT AS THE PARTY OF CHANGE, 6. (C) AMBASSAQOR TOUCHED ON OUR BILATERAL AGENBA’WITH Si<¢ TAL 
“AD SECRETARY GENERAL ALFARG INDICATED iM A BREAKFAST MEETING WITH FOCUS: OR AGREEMENTS CURRENTLY BEING WEGOEIATED CONCERNING 5: ATERAL 
AMBASSAOOR, HE SAIS AD WILL PROPOSE A PROCRAM FOR THE NEXT INVESTMENT. MARITIME COGPERATION. STOLEN VERICLES, ANS AVIATISN. 
GOVEHNHENT OF “SEVERE MEASURES” 10 REGUCE BUREAUCRACY. COMPLETE HE WOFED THAT THE VISIT TO VENEZUELA DF PRESIDENT CLINTON PROVISEG 
PRIVATIZATION, ANS STAMP OUT CORRUPTION. ALFARO CLAIHEO THAT AN EXTRA IMPETUS 10 BYLATERAL RELATIONS, WHICH HAVE BEEW HRTENSE 
PRESHOENTI AL CANDIDATE IRENE SAE2'S BASE OF SUPPORT TS INHERENTLY AND POSETIUEs ANG HE UNDERLINEO THE [IMPORTANCE OF IHPROVED 
WEAK AND THAT HUGO CHAVE?’S “APOCALYPTIC VISION" HAS LIMITE@ APPEAL COOPERATFON IH HARCOTICS INTERBICTION. ALFARO RESPONDEO 
WITH UBTERS. ALFARO RECOGNIZES, HOWEVER: TBAT BOTH SAEZ ANS CHAVEZ POSITIVELY. 


ARE FAPPING (WTO THE ELECTORATE’S OISCONTEAT WITR THE “POLITICS-AS- 
USUAL” TWAT AQ EPITOMIZES. AMBASSANOR STRESSED OUR INTEREST IN THE 9 ~~----+----e---e0e 
INTEGRITY OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS BUT OUR MEUTRALITY AS 10 


CANGIOATES ABD PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 
REF: 97 CARACAS 4007 


AB BASE OF SUPPORT 


UNDERLYING ALFARG'S POLETICAL COMMENTARY &S [HE ASSUMPTIOK 


2. (> DURING A BREAKFAST MEETING WITH AMEASSADOR (ALSO PRESENT © 

WERE POLOFF ANS AD SECRETARY FOR JRTERNATICNAL AFFAIRS TIMOTEO THAT AD WILL WIN THE PRESIDEMCY IW THE DECEMBER ELECTIONS: 
ZAMBRANO) HARCH 4, SEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD) SECRETARY GERFRAL LUIS . 

ALFARO UCERO TOOK PAINS TO STBESS THAT AD FS NOT A CONSERVATIVE REGARDLESS OF WHO JTS CANBIOATE 1S. WE SAID AD STARTS FROH A 20 
PARTY ANO NDI THE PARTY OF TRE STATUS OUQ AS MANY PEOPLE THINK. PERCENT BASE OF VOTER SUPPORT. AND SNCE THE PARTY "DEFEMES ITSELF” 
HE POINTED OUT THAT ALL THE REFORMS UNDESTANEN BY THE CALDERA AS TO PROGRAM ANB CAHDIDATEs 17 WILL BEGIN TO EAT INTO THE SUPPORT 
ADMIBISTRATION, MAUMLY THE “AGENDA VENEZUELA: {HCLUDING THAT PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNER JRENE SAEZ AND AD APOSTATE CLAUDIO 
PRIVATIZATION OF THE STEEL AND ALUMIWUM IHDUSTRIES» WERE POSSIBLE FERMIN ROW EMJOY. ALFARO SAIO AD WILL FOLLOW THE ELECTORAL 

; CALENDAR PRESCRIBEO IN THE TAW, NAMING jJS CANDIDATE ORLY JM Ney 


OWLY BECAUSE AD PROVICED THE GOV THE “POLITICAL PLATFORM” 17 NEERED AND HOT STARTING ITS CAMPAIGH UNTIL AUGUST. 

IN CONGRESS. ALFARO WOULD HAVE LEKED 10 HAVE GOWE MUCH FARTHER» HE 

SAIDe “PRIVATIZING EVERYTHING: EVEN PETROCHEMICALS)” WERE 17 NOT & 6) ALFARD GISKISSED THE PROPOSAL BY SOME PARTIES 10 SEPARATE 
FOR THE “KARROW ViSIOW OF A FEW FUNDAMENTAL #STS. ° NATIONAL ELECTIONS (PRESIDENT AND CORGRESS! FROM STATE AND LOCAL 
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PACE 02 OF G2 CARACA O08? O0 OF 02 167))82 042622 
ELECTIONS» NOW ALL SCHEDULED FOR OECEMER 6 HE SAID IT ¢5 100 
LATE IN THE GAME AND TOO COSTLY TO HAVE TWO VOTING DAYS, BUT HE H&b 
NO OBJECTION 10 A CHANGE IN TRE LAW LO ENSURE SEPARATION OF 
ELECTIONS IN THE FUTURE, (CDMMENT: A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTPY'S 
GOVERNORS AND MAYORS ARE AD. MANY IN AD EXPECT THAT THEIR 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WILL 10 SOME EXTEN) RIDE THE COATEAILS OF 
POPULAR DR ENTRENCHED STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS RUNHING FOR 
REELECTION. END COMMENT.) ; 


5. (C) AMBASSADOR RESPONOED THAT WE ARE FOLLOWING THE ELECTION 
CLOSELY. QUR INTEREST+ HE SAID, 1S IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS, BUT WE ARE OF COURSE NEUTRAL AS TO CANDIDATES 
AND PARTIES, ALFARO NOTED THAT THE DUICOME 1S MDT LIKELY [0 AFFECT 
V.S._IMTERESTS 


18. (C) HUGO CHAVEZ CANMOT WIN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. ALEARD 


SAtd BUT HE COULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT FORCE IM CONGRESS. ALFARO 
COMPLAZNED TWAT THE MEDIA 1S GIVING CHAVEZ'S “APOCALYPTIC VISION" 
MUCH GAEATER PLAY THAN TT DESERVES AND THAT “CERTATH ECONOMIC 
GROUPS.” WHICH FEHO TO PLACE THEIR BETS ALL OVER TBE TABLE, AME 
FODLISHLY SUPPORTING CHAVEZ. ALFARO SAIO THAT AD'S RESPOHSE [6 
CHAVEZ? 1S MOT TO DISPUTE WIS DIAGNOStS OF THE PROBLEM -- POVERTY, 
CORRUPTION: INJUSTICE -- “BUT TB SAY THE ANSWER 1S ID BUILD 
TOGETHER: NOT TO DESTROY.”- CHAVEZ APPEALS TO VOTERS’ DESPAIR, 
ALFARO T8LD US» ANO AD TO THEIR HOPES, 


Yt. {€) WITH RESPECF TO IRENE SAE2> ALFARO SAIG HER INEXPERIENCE 
AHD LACK OF A COHESIVE POLITICAL ORGANEZATION WiLL INCREASINGLY 
TAKE THEIR FORL OX KER POPULARITY. “SHE IS LIXE THE TETANIC,” HE 
SAID) “A BEAUTIFUL FLOATING PALACE HEADED TOWARD AN ICEBERG.” HE 
NOTED THAT HER ANTI-PDLITICAL PARTY BASE OF SUPPORT 1S INHERENTLY 
WEAK BECAUSE IT 1S LARGETY MADE UP OF PEOPLE WHO 80 MOT VOTE, HE 
PREDICTED THAT, FOR LACK OF AN ALTERNATIVE. THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
PARTY (COPE!) WILL BACK IRENE BUT THAT COPE} 1S TOO DIVIDED 70 BE 
EFFECTIVE IW THIS YEAR'S ELECTIONS. ALFARO ADDED THAT HE WAS ONE 
OF SAEZ’S POLITICAL CODFATHERS. HAVINC CONVINCES HER TO RUN FOR 
MAYOR OF CHACAD THE FIRST TIMee AND TWAT THEY REMAIN FRIENDS. 
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